Using SPLOTTS for Analysis of Poetry
	S
	Subject
	In one or two words, what is this poem about?  


	P
	Paraphrase
	Translate each sentence of the poem into your own words.  

	L
	Language
	Consider the use of language (literal and figurative) used in the poem.

	O
	Occasion &/or 

Organization
	What is happening and where?  Is it organized into stanzas?  If there are fourteen lines, is it a sonnet?

	T
	Tone
	How does the author feel about the subject?  Come up with three tone words (in AP poetry, there is always a tonal shift, thus there is a need for more than one tone word for any poem. And, three is better than two!)



	T
	Theme
	Write one, clear sentence that tells what the speaker says about the subject.  (It can be an observation about the world, and observation about life, or an observation about mankind.) 



	S
	Speaker
	Who is narrating the poem?


After working through S*P*L*O*T*T*S, a student should be able to see several poetic/literary devices at work in the poem that help reveal its meaning.  Remember to read the prompt through three times, then the poem all the way through three times.  Each week, students will receive an independent poetry assignment.  First, the student is to read the poem and then work through the steps of SPLOTTS.  Then, the student is to write a developed paragraph that discusses the most prominent literary or poetic device (as selected by the student) used in the poem, and how that device reveals one of its themes. 
