Leading the Way

(Ten ways to write leads that will hook your readers)

1.  Start with a surprising/unusual fact or statistic


Often this will startle the reader, catching his/her interest.


These celebrities of the animal kingdom have been featured everywhere from Broadway to King Tut’s tomb!  These amazing felines make the best possible pets!


More than 20 million Americans are the proud owners of the fabulous feline. These amazing felines make the best possible pets!

2.  Ask a question


Curiosity will probably cause your readers to continue reading to find the answer.


Are you looking for a good companion, a faithful friend, some good clean entertainment? Then look no further.  Just buy yourself a cat. These amazing felines make the best possible pets!


Looking for some serious play?  The Once Upon a Toy store, newly opened at the Walt Disney World, is 16,000-square-feet full of classic Hasbro games, Disney toys, and familiar games with a Disney spin.  




--from Disney Magazine, Fall 2002

3.  Begin with a bold opinion


Your confident voice will attract your readers’ attention


They are more intelligent than dogs, cleaner and neater than birds, and less annoying than a sister or a brother. These amazing felines make the best possible pets!

4.  Find an appropriate quote


Offering outside support for your subject makes your argument more convincing.


“I’ll travel anywhere around the globe to make a picture,” says Hollywood superstar Maxine Foster, “as long as I can bring my kitty along on the shoot!”  These amazing felines make the best possible pets!

5.  Write a descriptive segment 


Cats – furry and fluffy, sleek and sophisticated, playful and proud. These amazing felines make the best possible pets!

6.  Start with three powerful words


Use three nouns, three verbs, or three words that end in “ing.”


Playful. Sophisticated. Loyal.  Cats have so much to offer a willing owner. These amazing felines make the best possible pets!

7. Use alliteration or playful word choices.


Most readers will appreciate your creative use of language.


Pity those poor people at Pixar.  Captured on the new Monsters, Inc. DVD is a glimpse into the grueling life of a Pixar employee.
 
-from Disney Magazine, Fall 2002


8.  Begin with a little story (or anecdote)


The mirror above my dresser began to rattle and my desk lamp began to flicker. It felt like a giant was gently shaking the room.  A few seconds later, the movement stopped. The earthquake was over. Surprisingly, more than a million earthquakes occur in the world each year.


--adapted from “When the Earth Moves” by Ann Jordan, Appleseeds, February 2001

9.  Begin with a dramatic or mysterious lead


Put the reader in suspense for a few lines – curiosity will keep him/her reading.


They’re out there.  They can be found just off the road, all across America, casting giant shadows.  That’s because they’re giants.  They are great big people, animals, and assorted other strange stuff.  Most people think they’re simply statues, made to advertise a store or a tourist attraction.  But we think they may be a bit more interesting, scientifically speaking.


--from “Monsters Watching: A Field Guide to the Really Big Flora and Fauna of America’s Roadsides” by Steve Mirsky, Muse, July/August 2000

10.  Begin with guided imagery


Guide the reader’s imagination/thoughts/senses for a moment, asking him/her to briefly see, hear, feel, or think what you wish.


The pink bubble swells from your lips.  Carefully you puff it full of air.  It’s big.  It’s getting bigger.  It’s the biggest one you’ve ever made!  Suddenly, “POP!”  Now you’ll have to start over.  Your mouth fills with delicious sweetness as you chew.  Where does it come from, this wonderful stretchy stuff we call gum?  Would you believe it comes from a tree?



--from “What’s That in Your Mouth?” by Carol J. Swanson, Boys’ Quest, August/September 1999


Forget for a moment what you may know or think you know about Eminem, the rapper who plays a fictional version of himself in 8 Mile.  The movie transcends its star’s controversial career and, in the bargain, stands, shoulders and heart above every other Hollywood movie that we’ve seen so far this year.


--from a film review by Joe Morgenstern in the Wall Street Journal, November 8, 2002
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